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astonishing need of redemption came over mankind, and
brought about that unheard-of efflorescence of every sort
of possible and impossible cult in ancient Rome. More-
over, representatives of the * living the full life,' theory
were not wanting, who, albeit innocent of 'biology,'
operated with similar arguments founded on the science
of that clay* They, too, could never be clone with specula-
tions as to why it is that mankind is in such a poor way;
only the causalism of that day, as compared with the
science of ours, was somewhat less restricted; their
* harking back* reached far beyond childhood to cos-
mogony, and many systems were devised that pointed to
all sorts of events in remote antiquity as being the source
of insufferable consequences for mankind*
The sacrifice that TertuIIian and Origen carried out
is drastic—too drastic for our taste—but it corresponded
with the spirit of that time, which was thoroughly concret-
istic, In harmony with this spirit the Gnosis simply took
its visions as real, or at least as bearing directly upon
reality, hence for TertuIIian there was an objective
validity in the realities of his feeling, Gnosticism pro-
jected the subjective inner perception of the attitude-
changing process into the form of a cosmogonic system,
and believed in the reality of its psychological figures.
In my book Psychology of the Unconscious'1 I left the
whole question open as to the origin of the libido course
peculiar to the Christian process, 1 spoke of a splitting
of the libido into halves, each directed against the other.
The explanation for this is to be found in the one-sided-
ness of the psychological attitude growing so extreme that
the need for compensation became urgent on the side of
the unconscious. It is precisely the Gnostic movement
in the early Christian centuries which most clearly demon-
i Translated by 0r B, M, Hinkle (London; Kegan Paul & Co,
19x9;

